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APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Agenda ltem No: 4a.
Library Commission Meeting: 1/21/2026

LIBRARY COMMISSION MINUTES
Regular Meeting
November 19, 2025

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Shannon.

Roll Call

Present: Commissioners: Allaman, London, Moore, Pacheco and Shannon.

Absent: Commissioners: Chis and Jonnalagadda

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Allaman moved to approve the October 15, 2025, Minutes as written.
Commissioner Moore seconded. Motion carried.

AYES:Commissioners: Allaman, London, Moore, Pacheco, and Shannon.
NOES: Commissioners: None.

ABSENT: Commissioners: Chis and Jonnalagadda.
ABSTAIN: Commissioners: None.

Business from the Floor

None.

Presentations

City Manager Bryan Whitemyer introduced himself to the Commission and provided
an overview of his background in municipal government since 2001. He discussed
ongoing maintenance needs for City facilities, roadways, and parks, as well as
planned roadway expansions related to new medical developments, including Sutter
Medical, Dignity Health, and UC Davis.
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City Manager Whitemyer also addressed recent budget reductions totaling $3.5
million and noted departmental reorganizations within Public Works, Community
Development, Utilities, and Parks and Recreation to achieve additional savings. A
Mid-Year Budget Review is scheduled for mid-February.

City Manager, Bryan Whitemyer responded to comments and questions from the
Library Commission.

6) Reports

a. Jessica Witthar, Treasurer of the Friends of the Folsom Library, provided an
update on recent activities, including holiday merchandise sales, participation in
Folsom Zoo Wild Nights and Holiday Lights, and publication of an article by
Valerie Letch in the Folsom Telegraph.

The 2026 Book Sale dates are tentatively scheduled for March 13-15 and
September 11-13. The Friends were excited to share that they received their first
full quarter check from Operation Book Support, totaling nearly $1,600.

b. Monthly Statistics

Library Director Thomas Gruneisen reported that previously discussed trends
continue and responded to questions from the Commission.

Library Director Thomas Gruneisen responded to questions and comments from
the Library Commission.

7) Library Director’s Report:

Library Director Thomas Gruneisen reported on the following:

e Family Games Day will be held on Saturday, November 22.

e The Library Commission’s recommended revisions to the Library’s Collection
Development Policy have been accepted by the California State Library and
are now posted online.

e Staff are proceeding with decoupling fines and fees from digital access. The
Library’s onsite PCs are no longer blocking access based off money owed.

e Placer & Nevada County voters approved funding for a new library in
Truckee.

e Gold Country Media published articles in support of Folsom Public Library
featuring Commissioner Bonnie London and Valerie Letch.
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¢ The Library will receive a $780 community donation from local freshmen who
raised this money by hosting a debate camp over summer.

¢ Due to staffing shortages, the Conversation Club program will be continuing
as a community-led program, and not as an official Folsom Public Library
program. This program has benefitted tremendously from the sustained work
of a dedicated core of volunteers, and the Library looks forward to providing
space for them to meet going forward.

¢« The City Council approved a vendor for the Library’s upcoming HVAC
replacement.

« Work on the rotunda’s refresh in currently underway.

Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Pacheco appreciated the City Manager’s visit. She had many
guestions to ask him, but his presentation addressed most of her concerns, and she
appreciated that awareness on his part.

Commissioner London complimented Valerie Letch on her article in the Telegraph,
which was phenomenal.

Commissioner Allaman thanked Library Director Gruneisen, Secretary Elizabeth
Maximo, and Chair Shannon for facilitating the City Manager’s visit. It was very
informative and helpful. She also congratulated Commissioner London for promoting
the Library through community outreach. She also thanked Jessica Witthar for
representing the Friends of the Folsom Library, as it is always a pleasure for them to
be at the table.

Vice Chair Moore was impressed that the City Manager came to the Commission
meeting even after hours, and appreciates that he lives and works in Folsom.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.
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Elizabeth Maximo
Secretary to the Library Commission
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